
 
 

 
 
 
GUIDELINES TO MODIFYING A PLAYER’S HANDICAP  

The Handicap Committee has the responsibility of making certain that each player has a Handicap Index 
reflecting potential ability. 

There are occasions when a Handicap Index needs to be adjusted for which some examples are listed below:  

• A member has suffered a disability and to be competitive they need to be on a higher Handicap Index 

• A past member has re-joined the club and in uplifting the previous scoring record they can no longer 
play to their old Handicap Index. Their Handicap Index should be adjusted so they can compete fairly  

• A player is improving faster than the handicap formula is calculating. To keep competition equitable 
their Handicap Index should be reduced through this adjustment option  

• A player fails to post acceptable scores for handicapping. As a result they should be penalised and their 
Handicap Index reduced  

• A player has taken lessons and has cured their snap hook, or shanks, and therefore they are now of 
much better ability than their handicap indicates. Their Handicap Index should be reduced accordingly 

• A player seems to always play well in tournaments, yet returns higher scores when playing casually. It 
is obvious that their competitive ability is better than the handicap calculation illustrates and therefore 
an adjustment is warranted.  

 
The above list is not all encompassing but relevant reasons why an adjustment should occur. 

Note:  When a Handicap Index is modified it is frozen on the new number for the length of time as determined 
by the Handicap Committee.  During the freeze period, cards submitted will continue to form part of a player’s 
handicap record and the Projected Handicap will move accordingly.  When the freeze expires the player’s 
Handicap Index will return to normal with the current Projected Handicap replacing the modified handicap. 

Full information on Handicap Index Adjustment by Handicapping Committee is posted under ‘Handicap 
Committee Responsibilities’.  

Please be aware of the appropriate process to follow if a player is believed to be manipulating their 
Handicap Index. 
 
  



 
 

 
 
To modify a player’s Handicap Index, follow the below steps: 
 
Search for the player  

 
 
Click on Official Handicap Adjustment and enter the dates that the adjustment will be effective for, the 
modified handicap index and the rationale behind the change.  
 

 

 
  



 
 

 
 
 
‘Save Changes’ and the modification will be activated. 

 


